
What is the difference between a Kindy and Childcare? 

Little Miracles is a Non-Profit Community Kindergarten. Often families don’t realize that we offer a different service to a childcare centre. Below is a comparison to give you 
an idea of how a community Kindy differs to profit based childcare center. 
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Kindy  Childcare  

Structured Groups/Consistence Attendance 
Same teachers (University Qualified), same Assistants (Cert III or Higher), same 
children, all day every day for that group. 
 

Changing Group Structure/Irregular Attendance  
Childcare gives families the option to attend which ever days they choose over 
the 5 days. Therefore, some children may attend 1 day a week and others 5 days 
a week. This mean attendance is irregular.  

School Hours  
Prepares children for the routine of schooling and ensures that the time spent at 
Kindy is about quality education.  

Long Days  
Childcare offers longer days, which may suit working families. However, this 
means that children are under the care of several different educators across the 
day, and groups will be mixed at various times of the day. Parts of the day are 
about supervision more so than education.  

Lunch Box Readiness  
Families provide their own food which means children eat what they are used to; 
it is easier to monitor what your child is eating, and it also prepares the child for 
school to independently handle their lunch box. Children are educated to make 
healthy food choices to fuel their bodies e.g. eat fruit and yoghurt before a 
biscuit.  

Lunch Provided  
Many childcare services provide food. This makes life easier for families, but it is 
not always suitable for the child. Parents don’t get a clear idea on quantity and 
have no control over what their child is eating. Children then enter school and 
have not had the opportunity to independently use a lunch box and be 
responsible for their food choices.  

Community Feel and Extension of your family  
Many children and their families make long lasting friendships at Kindy. All 
families drop off and pick up at the same time, so families get to know each 
other. Children are always with the same children so strong bonds are formed.  

Drop and Go 
Childcare services have families dropping off and picking up at all times of the day 
so there is limited opportunity to meet other parents and form relationships.  

Parent Involvement and Decision Making  
Families have the opportunity to be involved in decision making for the Kindy 
and are welcome to attend meetings once a term. Parents also form the parent 
committee that oversees the running of the Kindy.  

Limited Input  
Profit based childcare services have owners that ultimately make the decisions. 
Families may have the opportunity to contribute through a suggestion box, but 
input is very limited.  

Non-Profit  
Kindy is not about making money, therefore any profits that are made go back 
into the Kindy to purchase resources, enhance the environment, upgrade 
equipment or anything else that contributes to the children’s education.  

Profit 
Profit based childcare services are about making money to further the owner’s 
business. 

Fees 
Low daily fees. Many people don’t know that when you compare the daily rate 
of Kindy to childcare, it is often less to attend Kindy. Kindy does offer a discount 
to health care/pension card holders/indigenous families. Kindy fees are payable 
for 40 weeks of the year.  

Fees 
Fees are based on family income so varies, however often the daily rate of 
childcare for an average household income, is much high than Kindy. Childcare 
fees are payable for 52 weeks are year.  
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Kindergarten Specific Curriculum  
Kindy uses their own curriculum (Kindergarten Learning Guidelines) which is 
specific to the Kindy age children.  

Early Years Learning Framework 0 – 5 years 
Childcare curriculum encompasses birth to 5 years, and above if they cater for 
before and after school care. They may also use the kindergarten curriculum for 
parts of the program, however when in mixed aged setting they would use EYLF 
to cater to all ages.   

Consistent age of children  
Kindy caters to children from 3 – 5 years old. Therefore, equipment and 
resources both indoor and outdoor are designed for this age group.  

Mixed Age 
Most childcare services run 10 – 12 hours a day. At various times of the day when 
numbers are low, children will combine and the age of the children in a room will 
vary. This could be from birth to 5 or older if incorporating after school care. This 
means that the resources and equipment must be adapted to be safe for younger 
children.  

Daily Face to face communication  
Families have the opportunity to speak with educators on arrival and pick up, as 
the educators that work with the children are with the children all day, every 
day.  

Limited face to face communication  
In childcare educators will change throughout the day according to their shift. 
Often families are unable to get consistent feedback as the educator has changed 
throughout the day.  

Staff Consistency  
Community kindergartens have a very low turnover of staff, as it is a much 
sought-after workplace in the early childhood industry.  

Inconsistent Staff 
Childcare services have a reputation of high staff turnover. This is due to the wide 
variety of job opportunities in childcare, which leads staff to regularly change 
workplace. It is also due to unfavorable work conditions in some services.  

School Term Attendance  
Community kindergartens run in line with a state school calendar. Children have 
the holidays to break from Kindy, spend time with family, and refresh from the 
term. Educators also get these breaks which enhances performance during term 
time.  
 

All Year Attendance  
Childcare services open all year round (some may close for Christmas week). 
Educators only have the usual 4 weeks break which will be taken sporadically over 
the year.  

Quality Education  
Kindy is specifically designed to educate children. Research shows that quality 
education provided by kindergartens, results in better outcomes throughout a 
child’s entire education.   
 

Caring for Children  
Childcare (as the name suggests), specialize in providing care for children. Due to 
the structure of a childcare (e.g. staffing, attendance patterns, hours, etc.), 
services are unable to provide the same quality of education as kindergarten.  
 

 

 


